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Presenter

Dr. Bruce Corrie is an economist, university professor and administrator.

His views on ethnic capital have been featured in a wide range of media outlets in Minnesota, nationally and globally. He has published in academic journals and the popular media.

His public appointments include the National Advisory Council of the US Small Business Administration, Chair of Governor Ventura’s Working Group on Minority Business Development and the Governor’s Workforce Development Council. He also served on various non-profit boards and city committees. His website and blog can be found at www.ethnictrends.info
OneMN.org is a non-partisan multiethnic coalition seeking to build a racial-barrier free Minnesota by 2030. Color the Vote is a non-partisan multiethnic get-out-the vote organization. Minnesota BaseNetwork is a non-partisan civic engagement organization dedicated to the ALANA communities.
Introduction
We request the court to provide fair political representation to ALANA communities in Minnesota in the drawing of legislative and congressional districts. 
To assist in this effort we have produced, for the first time in Minnesota history, from the perspective of the ALANA communities, a redistricting map to ensure fair political representation in Minnesota. While drawing our version of the map we respected municipal and county boundaries as far as possible, preserved rural, urban, suburban and exurban communities of interest as well as major geographical boundaries and acknowledged major population shifts.
Our production of such a map is evidence in itself that empowered communities will find unique and important solutions to Minnesota’s challenges. We have been able to approach parity in political representation.

We ask the Court panel to constantly explore possibilities to increase the opportunities for political participation of the ALANA communities.

Why is it important to have fair political representation?
1. ALANA interests are not adequately addressed in the current political system. ALANA face significant barriers in various sectors of the economy and society, whether it is the achievement and wealth gaps to access to capital and business opportunities. These have been adequately documented in many recent studies and reports including the recent disparity studies. At the same time the vibrant entrepreneurship potential in ALANA communities with its potential to create jobs and wealth for all, has had minimal policy attention because of lack of political representation at all levels of government in Minnesota. This is documented in the recent “F” grade awarded to ALANA business development by the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce. ALANA communities in rural Minnesota face barriers to business, social, political and educational success because their voice is largely absent in the policy institutions in rural Minnesota. 
· In areas where there is a critical mass of ALANA people an ethnic economy emerges in the form of a strong consumer base, workers, entrepreneurs, trade networks, cultural and civic capital (See attached map showing cities and an estimated buying power of ALANA consumers). There is a dearth of political representation for these ethnic economies. Yet they are powerful engines of economic growth. We estimate the ethnic economy to be over $12 billion in Minnesota, bigger than the GDP of many countries in the world. 


Ranked by revenue, minority firms as a group would be the 15th largest in the state with total revenue of $5.8 billion in 2007, larger than St. Jude Medical, Toro and Deluxe Corporation. Asian owned firms would rank the 22nd largest with revenue of $2.4 billion.


Ranked by employees, minority firms as a group would be the 9th largest employer, bigger than General Mills, Ecolab and Hormel, employing almost 40,000 with an annual payroll of $1.1 billion.
2. With the suburbanization and rural spread of ALANA communities the issue of political representation becomes stronger. 

3. A significant proportion of the growth of Minnesota’s population comes from the ALANA communities. 

Past Experience
Currently there are only 6 ALANA legislators in the Minnesota legislature. Redistricting options in the past have not empowered ALANA communities and is reflected in their poor representation in the legislature and the repeated poor annual ranking awarded to the legislature and Governor in Minnesota by the OAP project on issues important to these communities.
Our Solution

Our plan offers a practical solution to provide ALANA opportunity districts within the guidelines of our redistricting process.  
In addition, our map will show that more than half of Minnesota legislators will have a critical mass of ALANA constituents enabling them to make more effective policy decisions.

Benefits to Minnesota
Create  opportunity districts based on Minnesota demographics.
Creating  ALANA Opportunity districts will increase the possibilities of more ALANA elected to the legislature. In the past decade the number of ALANA legislators ranged from 6 to 7.
Have elected representatives with the ability to propose effective solutions to the various gaps in education, assets, housing, health and employment.

Currently there is the need for elected officials that could propose effective solution to the various gaps in education, assets, housing, health and employment. Increased ALANA representation will be critical in this regard.

Low income communities will benefit.


Since ALANA communities tend to live in communities of interest with other low income communities creating such opportunity districts also increases the voice of low income people in Minnesota who face similar issues such as public transportation, affordable housing, lacking adequate health insurance, poor asset base etc. 

 Help Minnesota Become Globally Competitive

Having ALANA communities well represented in policy leadership will nurture these ethnic economies and help Minnesota  leverage its ethnic capital and compete effectively in the global economy.
Summary

We request the Court Redistricting Panel to provide fair representation for ALANA communities in Minnesota.
Detailed Testimony to be Submitted Later

We will submit a detailed testimony with our proposed redistricting map electronically later this month.

Thank You for this Opportunity.
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